The effects of malpractice on Mississippi physicians.
Medical malpractice and its effects on physicians in Mississippi is reviewed to assess its effects upon decisions in practice, patient care, and the physical and emotional toll on physicians. Through a random survey of 500 physicians in Mississippi across all areas of medicine it was determined that 47.3% of the respondents had been involved in malpractice litigation, a higher percentage than the United States average in 1989. The predominant emotional response to litigation was anger. Most physicians did not seek outside help as an aid in coping.